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Introduction

• Is pronunciation important?

Communicative competence and sub-competences

• Is pronunciation teachable?

Vagueness and scarcity in the Aragonese Curriculum for ESO, e.g.

• Self-reflection: How much time is devoted to pronunciation in the
classroom?



Introduction

Quasi-experimental study:

comparison of two textbooks



Critical Review of the Textbooks
• Richard Brown et al., 2014, Vaughan Systems

• Mismatches and contradictions

• Unorthodox representation



Critical Review of the Textbooks
• Richard Brown et al., 2014, Vaughan Systems

• Mismatches and contradictions

• Unorthodox representation

• Repetition as main activity

• Motivational and functional

• Does not follow current research

(e.g. aspiration?)



Critical Review of the Textbooks
• Enrique Cámara Arenas, 2012, U. de Valladolid

• Native Cardinality

• Cognitivist approach

• Systematicity

• Mixed minimal pairs

• Research-based and well-informed



Methods: Context and participants
• Two groups of four students

• 3rd Year ESO

• AMCO and Multiple Intelligencies



Methods: Materials

Vaughan’s DPI

NCM



Methods: Procedure

• Introduction

• Execution of exercises

• Presentation
• Pre-test
• Teaching

• Post-test
+ Student T α = .05



Results

Vaughan

pre 3.5

post 5

p = .2



Results

NCM

pre 8.5

post 7.2
p = 
.04



Results

Vaughan
1.5

NCM 
-1.3

p = .08



Discussion

• Is pronunciation teachable then?

Different approaches have different effects
on the learning of the micro-skill analysed

These approaches fall short for the context they have been applied to.

-> Not advisable to use them sic in an ESO context.



Discussion

• Where do they fall short?

• No real context
• No communicative purpose
• Cf. Celce-Murica et al., 2010

• Silver lining: some components and ideas
can be used but need redesigning

• Might be useful as self-study tools for students
and teachers themselves



Discussion

Limitations of the scope of the study

• More data needed: participants and phonological elements

• Time factor

• Triangulation with a questionnaire e.g.



Discussion

Designer methods in the post-method era

WHY?

Maybe customers still want the ultimate method because it is offered



In conclusion…

• Phonological subcompetence is essential for the communicative
competence.

• Vaughan and NCM should not be used in the classroom but
elements from them can be used.

• Further research can help us better understand the role of methods
and the importance of pronunciation teaching.
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